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Geographic Area Direction 

LUMP GULCH GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

Setting 

The area is located between the town of Nederland and the hydrographic boundary between 
Boulder Creek and Clear Creek. It contains a mix of lower and upper montane and subalpine 
plant communities consisting of aspen, Douglas-fir, limber pine, lodgepole pine, ponderosa pine, 
Engelmann spruce, subalpine fir, and meadows. Elevations range from 7,600 to 10,929 feet. 
South Boulder Creek, Kelly-Dahl Campground, the Peak-to-Peak Scenic Byway, the western 
portion of the Winiger Ridge critical elk winter range, and the towns of Nederland and 
Rollinsville are the prominent geographic features. 

The geographic area is located in Boulder and Gilpin Counties. A significant portion of the land 
(47 percent) is privately owned, and landownership patterns are extremely fragmented. A large 
portion of the private lands is subdivided and many year-round residents live in the area. 

Several portions of the area receive significant dispersed recreational use. The most notable of 
these is along Haul Road (also known as West Magnolia) where recreational use by large groups 
has historically occurred. 

There is a very extensive transportation system in the geographic area. Primary access is via 
Colorado Highways 72 and 1 19. Portions of these highways make up part of the Peak-to-Peak 
Scenic Byway. Many county and private roads provide passenger car access to numerous 
subdivisions, private parcels, and the National Forests. There are a significant number of 4WD 
roads and road networks. The most well known of these are located in the Winiger Ridge, Haul 
Road, Dakota Hill and Jenny Lind Gulch portions of the geographic area. There is only a limited 
trail network. 

Goals and Desired Conditions 

Emphasis in the area is on a broad range of goals and desired conditions which include: 

protecting native flora and fauna 

0 enhancing forest health and reducing forest kels and fire hazard through active 
vegetation management in cooperation with private landowners and state and 
county agencies 

adjusting landownership in Intermix areas in cooperation with private landowners 
and local jurisdictions 

Restore, maintain or enhance mountain grassland and aspen communities on an opportunity 
basis. Manage ponderosa pine to emulate conditions representative of a nonlethal understory fire 
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regime. Emphasize old-growth recruitment and retention. Direct control and perimeter control 
are the wildland fire management strategies; see the wildlandjire management strategy map for 
details. 

Some restoration of natural processes through human-induced activities is anticipated, 
particularly in fire-dependent ecosystems. The kinds of treatments that could be considered 
include prescribed fire or mechanical treatments of vegetation through thinnings and in some 
cases commercial timber sales. Specific goals for these treatments include improving wildlife 
habitats, restoring forest health, assisting in the recruitment of old-growth ponderosa pine, 
restoring or maintaining aspen, reducing fuel loading, and maintaining or restoring ecological 
integrity. In ponderosa pine communities, these activities will occur primarily on south-facing 
slopes. Timber harvest may be used to accomplish these goals and is probable on suitable and 
available lands (see the timber suitability map). 

Manage areas along the Peak-to-Peak Scenic Byway for heavy use that consists primarily of 
driving for pleasure and viewing scenery. Enhance recreationd opportunities along this major 
travel route by reconstructing and expanding the Kelly-Dahl Campground to address the demand 
for camping opportunities in fee campsites. This expansion might include individual campsites, 
host campsites, and large group sites. The number and type of sites to be added would be 
determined during the design phase of this proposed project. Also consider the reconstruction of 
Jumbo Mountain Picnic Area. 

Manage the rest of the road and trail systems in the area to provide a variety of recreational 
opportunities while minimizing human-wildlife conflicts, particularly in flora and fauna 
emphasis areas (MA 3.5). This will be accomplished in the West Magnolia and Winiger Ridge 
portions of the geographic area by closing roads to motorized vehicles, including snowmobiles, 
during the winter and spring. Pursue rights-of-ways for the Jenny Lind Trail, the Kelly-Dah1 
Campground access road, and the Observatory and Rollinsville Road networks. 

Manage the area for year-round recreational use. Minimize impacts to riparian areas and native 
flora and fauna by designating dispersed campsites in the Haul Road area. 

The travel management strategy for the area will be to encourage passenger car travel on the 
extensive network of state highways and county roads. Motorized travel will be featured on 
some existing 4WD routes. Possible candidates for retention include the Rollinsville and 
Observatory road networks and some of the challenge routes in the Dakota Hill area. Most 
existing trails will be retained and the trail system may be considered for limited expansion. 
There may be significant road and trail closures and obliterations in the geographic area to help 
restore important meadows and wildlife winter range, particularly in the vicinity of Winiger 
Ridge (see the travel management strategy table). Most decisions on the specific roads and trails 
to keep or close will be made during travel management implementation. 

Manage recreational uses and road and trail networks to reduce erosion or deterioration of 
riparian areas and watershed conditions. Evaluate road and trail impacts to aquatic and riparian 
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ecosystems during travel management planning. Seek opportunities to improve instream 
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